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Dated in one of those ghastly crimes which make men's blood
boil in their veins. A very excellent Protestant schoolmaster
named Berkeley was the most successful of the teachers. Hudson
notices that, though he was only paid by the trustees for teach-
ing sixty scholars, he had for six months been teaching upwards
of a hundred without any additional charge. At last one
evening a party of forty or fifty men entered his house. They
stabbed him in several places. They cut out his tongue, and they
cut off several of his fingers. They mangled his wife in the same
way and in other ways also, and they then proceeded to mutilate
hideously a boy of thirteen. No other reason was assigned, except
that Berkeley was a prominent member of the new colony which
had been planted in the district. The party plundered the house,
and they then marched triumphantly along the road with
lighted torches. The feeling of the neighbourhood was indis-
putably with them. Only one of the culprits was brought to
justice; he would give no evidence against his accomplices, and
he went to the gallows attended by his priest, and maintaining,
it is said, all the demeanour of a martyr.1

Outrages, however, were by no means confined to one side,
and the violent alternation of hope and despondency that
followed the appointment and the recall of Lord Fitzwilliam,
the constant rumours of rebellion and invasion, and the great
extension of the Defender movement through Ireland, contri-
buted to aggravate the situation. In the county of Armagh the
Protestants were decidedly in the ascendant, but there was a
considerable minority of Catholics, who were generally Defenders,
and there were numerous collisions between the two parties.
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